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Environment for Connected Vehicle Research 

Shared Office & Proving Grounds Concept 

Ypsilanti Township Incentives  
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Mission Statement 

“SPARK will advance the economy of the Ann Arbor 
Region by establishing the area as a desired place for 
business expansion and location...by identifying and 
meeting the needs of business at every stage, from 
those that are established to those working to 
successfully commercialize innovations.” 

 

Collaboration in action at Menlo Innovations, a software company located in Ann Arbor 
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Clients 

Automotive Software/IT Notable 
Headquarters 
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Enabled to Convene 

SPARK 

Private 
Sector 
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Government 
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Leadership 
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A Friend who works for a major car maker and who 
has access to its APIs has written an app that 

texts his wife and lets her know when he’s ten 
minutes from home. He’s considering writing an 
app that will tell him when his wife’s gas tank is 
down to one-quarter full, so he can fill it for her. 

He has also written an app that texts his 
teenaged daughter and lets her know when she is 
ten minutes away from having to leave wherever 

she is if she is to make it home before her curfew. 

-”Google’s Trillion Dollar Driverless Car: The Ripple 
Effects” (Forbes.com) 

Attraction & New Entrepreneurship Opportunities 

“ 

” 
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Walbridge’s Locations Across the Globe 
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Walbridge’s Market Experience 
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Project Experience 

Raleigh Michigan Studios LLC 
Motion Picture Studio 
Pontiac, Michigan 

Development Experience 
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Compuware Corporation 
Corporate Headquarters 
Detroit, Michigan 

Development Experience 
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Development Experience 

General Motors 
Proving Grounds & Vehicle Performance Integration Center 
Milford, Michigan 
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Development Experience 

Chrysler Group LLC 
Chrysler Technology Center 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 
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Development Experience 

Ford Motor Company 
Research & Engineering Center 
Dearborn, Michigan 
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Project Phasing 

Phase 1 
Full Construction 

Test Track 

City Scape 

Control Tower 

50,000 sf Multi-purpose facility 
(additional 300,000 sf of 

expansion capabilities 

Phase 2-5 
Tenant Space 

300,000 sf of tenant space 

Flexible / Modular Space 

Multi-Tenant R&D Space 

Build-to-Suit Singe Tenant 

Owner Occupied Tech Campus 
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Project Timeline 

Sept 2013-Dec 2013 

Jan 2014-Jun 2014 

Jun 2014-Dec 2015 

Turnover 

Jan 2016 

Site Plan 
Development / 

Tenant 
Interviews 

 

Letter  
of Intent from 

Tenants 
 

Construction of 
Proving Grounds 

&  Facilities 
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Test Track/Proving Grounds Capabilities 

• Simulated tunnels 

• Buildings of varying scale 

• Reflection areas  

• Roundabouts 

• Rail Crossings 

• Center for virtually 
simulated tests 

• Multi-block neighborhood 
and downtown street grids 

• Downtown streetscapes 

• Suburban streetscapes 

• Realistic Traffic 
Infrastructure 

• Proper Roadway vegetation 

• Dirt, asphalt, concrete, etc. 

• Weather simulation 

• Introduction of variables 
(scooters, skateboards, 
etc.) 
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Phase 1 Site Plan 
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Conceptual Rendering  
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Conceptual Rendering  
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Conceptual Rendering  
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Conceptual Rendering  
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Contact Information 

John Rakolta III 
Walbridge 

jrakolta3@walbridge.com 
www.walbridge.com 

Luke Bonner 
SPARK 

luke@annarborusa.org 
www.AnnArborUSA.org 
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